$15.75.) Springfield, Illinois: Charles C. Thomas. 1965. This well-produced book is the result of a happy partnership between two authorities on cerebrovascular disease, Professor Loeb of the University of Genoa and Dr. Meyer of Wayne University, Detroit.
After a description of the embryology, anatomy, and physiology of the hindbrain circulationthe authorsattack the old eponymous terminology of hindbrain lesions and suggest simpler descriptions of segmental syndromes, based on clinical experience and necropsy studies. They point out which lesions are common and which are rare, which are usually produced by infarction and which by haemorrhage or tumour, and they show how difficult it is to correlate the brain lesion with the underlying vascular abnormality.
The chapter on cerebrovascular insufficiency is less satisfactory owing to The Princeton conference has been held about every three years since 1954 and has become famous for its clear expositions and stimulating discussions of advances in pathophysiology, investigation, and treatment, collecting as it does most of the American and a few European authorities on this subject. The fourth conference concentrated on occlusive cerebrovascular disease with studies of cerebral blood flow, techniques and complications of angiography, effects of hyperbaric oxygen on cerebral hypoxia, and the pathogenesis of arterial degeneration. In addition there was a special study of the 'subclavian steal' syndrome, a review of current therapeutic agents used for cerebral ischaemia and infarction, and a speculative survey of factors influencing thrombosis.
Each study was introduced by two or three formal papers followed by a commentary and free discussion. This produced many lively, stimulating and constructive exchanges as the reviewer knows from previous conferences, but these tend in print to be repetitive and reminiscent so that more drastic pruning of the discussion would be desirable.
The standard is well up to the earlier conferences, and the technical advances in American research, supported by generous financial grants, must make European colleagues envious. Subtraction techniques in angiography, the use of electrical output flow transducers and of diffusible radioactive indicators such as Krypton85 for measuring regional cerebral blood flow suggest that American doctors are wisely bringing in non-medical experts from the fields of engineering, physics, and electromagnetics to help to raise their standards of scientific investigation.
It is interesting to observe some changes of enthusiasms. Fibrinolysin therapy seems to have been dangerous and of little value; anticoagulants were useful in transient cerebral ischaemia and progressing stroke but except in one centre were abandoned after completed stroke. Surgeons seem to be hesitating a little, as the surgical risk for death or worsening was 17-5 % and the follow-up has been too short to judge the results, although in one group of 154 patients only one-third were relieved of all symptoms and one fifth improved-not very encouraging.
One of the most interesting studies was of the use of hyperbaric oxygen for cerebral anoxia using 2 atmospheres above normal oxygen tension. It was noted that caution is needed in treating cerebral hypoxia by this method as oxygen at this tension is poison to cells and 379 Thare are a few points to criticize. A third of the text is devoted to observations on the function of the urinary bladder in congenital spinal palsy-Mr. Durham Smith's special interest-which is perhaps excessive; it is doubtful whether drainage of the sac of a myelomeningocoele into the peritoneal cavity often (ifever)controls hydrocephalus for long; although the practical classification of degrees of paraplegia is admirable, the detailed neurological examination of spina bifida babies can yield more information than Mr. Durham Smith indicates. Perhaps more important, the social and psychological implications of survival with severe disability could be explored in greater depth in a book the title of which speaks of 'total care'. But these minor faults detract little from the value of a carefully written, well produced and illustrated monograph. Neurologists, neurosurgeons, and neuropathologists, as well as those interested in paediatric medicine and surgery, will all find much to stimulate their interest-and almost certainly at least one aspect of a difficult problem which they had not previously considered. 
